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1 Bi. 


WE met on Tueſday evening, and after ſeeking the Lord by prayer, and chufing 
a Moderator, the letters from the Churches were read, and minutes taken of 
their contents, After ſettling the work of next day, we concluded with 
prayer. Next morning, at fix, we met again for prayer, and hearing the 
General Letter to the Churches, which was read by Brother Hall, who bad 
been requeſted to draw it up. It being approved of by us, he was appointed 
bo ſign it, as Moderator, in the name of the whole, After further time ſpent 
in prayer, we adjourned till 20 o'clock, when the public meeting was to have 
begun, but was delayed for ſome time, till a place could be fixed upon to 
aſſemble, as the meeting-houſe would not contain near half the people. We 
met in a friend's orchard, not far from the meeting-houſe, where conveniency 
being ſoon made for the miniſters to ſtand, and ſeats for many of the people, 
cho many hundreds could not be ſeated) we began public worſhip before 
11 o'clock: after finging and prayer, Brother Evans preached from Pſa. lxxx. 
19. Turn us again, O Lord God of hoſts, couſe thy Face to ſbine; and wwe ſhall be 
foved. And Brother Ryland, ſen. from Rom, iii. 27. Where is boaſting then ? 
It is excluded. By what law ? of works ? Nay : s but by the law of faith, At 
five o'clock, Brother Hall preached from Rev. iii. 22. He that bath an ear, let 
bim bear what the Spirit faith unto the cbur ches. Next morning we met a- 
gain for prayer, and relating our experiences, as miniſters, in the courſe of the 
"Jaſt year, which we find on many accounts very advantageous to . Near 
12 o'clock, the whole was concluded by prayer. 


As the ſtate of the nation, and of religion, call for an . prayer, 
we earneſtly with every good man may cry to the Lord, that judgments may be 
_ averted, —our rightful ſovereign King George, with his Royal Conſort and Fa- 
mily, abundantly bleſſed; and every enemy to the illuſtrious Houſe of Hans- 
vier confounded ; — that peace may be honourably reſtored, and firmly eftabliſh- 
ed z—religioa univerſally revived, and God in and by all glorified,  . 
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Agreed to hold the next Aſſocistion at ehen in 1 county of Ruthogd, on 
Wedneſday in Whitſun week, The miniſters and meſſengers to meet the even- 
ing before, Brother Hopper and Brother Fuller to preach ; and in _ * N 
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| Beloved in the Tor 


ITH gratitude to our e God, we 
| inform you of our meeting together at the 
time and place appointed ; and, through a divine 
_ bleſſing, we had a peaceable and profitable interview 
with one another, and with many of our brethren not 
in this aſſcciate connection, whom we love in the 
Lord. We. mourn the loſs ſuſtained through the 
abſence of a very judicious brother, labouring under 
threatening diſorders ;' and are afraid, on theſe occa- 
ſions, we ſhall ſee his face no more. We with prayer 
may be made to God without ceaſing for him. Two 
young miniſters likewiſe labour undef diſcouraging 
complaints, whoſe caſes alſo we Gy 1 ye: remem- 
bered before the Lord. _ Tr 
The Churches, i in general, are in peace; J ind (al 
but one) enjoy ſtated means of grace, to their e- 
- dification and comfort; to whom we can ſincerely 
ſay, inthe language of the apoſtle, Brethren, we live, 
if ye land faſt in the Lord: for we have no greater 
joy, next to the hope of our own ſalvation, than to 
ſee our people walking in the truth. Your firm ad- 
herence to the glorious goſpel, together with a con- 
verſation becoming i it, are the beſt proofs that our 
lahours among you are not in vain; and afford us a 
_ BROM a a, the POE: of our r preſent care 
Vein 
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being our future 3 Joy, and crown of Eg in the 
day of the Lord. 


Having, in our former annual letters, nm | 


to explain and defend the ſeveral doctrines of grace, 
commonly called Calviniſtical, we intended this to 
have been principally of a practical nature; but obſer- 


ving (tho', bleſſed be God, not among the Churches 
we repreſent) awful departures from, and artful op- 
poſitions made to, the fundamental doctrine of a 


Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, we think it our 
indiſpenſible duty to bear our reſtimony, in favour of 


the divine dignity of our gracious Saviour and Sanc- 


tifier, in order that, through the bleſſing of God at- 
tending our endeavours, ſaints may Is built up in 


their moſt holy faith, and others be brought zo tbe 
acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and of , þ : Fa "of 


ther, and of Chriſt. 


Before we enter on the ſubject, it may 85 proper to 
premiſe the following things, which we wiſh every 


reader to remember: 
1. That the nature of God. is incomprebenſi bh: : 


N ho by ſearching can find out God ? 


2. That Jehovah is what cannot be explained or 


illuſtrated by any Creature in the whole extent of 
Creation, there-1 is 10 fit reſemblance of him, nothing to 
which he may be compared. 1 
3. Every objection, therefore, to his being what 
creatures are not, is impertinent; having no force, 
but upon the abſurd ſuppoſition, t that what the Cre- 
ator 2 the creature muſt be. 
. Tis unreaſonable to object to 1 truth of ' a 
* 6 merely becauſe of its myſterious nature : for, 
if myſtery be incompatible with reality, no man living 
can be certain of any thing, no not of his own exiſt. 
ence, much leſs of the exiſtence of God: for myſte- 


ry autends matter and mind. * nr modifica- 
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tion. There is no part of the creation but what to 
man is myſterious, as to its eſſence, the union of its 
parts, and its tendency towards, or influence upon 
others; yet none will chuſe to ſay, creatures are more 
myſterious than the Creator. If there are innumerable 
myſteries in nature, it is unreaſonable to expect there 
ſhould: be none in revelation, wherein the incompre- 
henſible God is the ſubject treated of. The ſublime 
myſteries contained in, the ſcripture, are corroborat- 
ing proofs of its divine original: they are not ſelf- 


FF contradictory, not contrary to reaſon, though ſupe- 


rior to its comprehenſion. | 
5. In the doctrine we plead for, there is nothing. 
abſurd. We do not ſay, that God is one, in the tame 
ſenſe in which he is three; nor three, | in the ſame re- 
ſpect in which he is ne. 
Neither, 6thly, Do we pretend to 3 what we 
have no proper information of, nor to underſtand 
that of which we have no conception. We believe 
and underſtand there Ax three perſons i in our ado- 
rable God, becauſe we are ſo informed in the ſcrip- 
rures;- but bow theſe three perions ſubſiſt in one 
eſſence, we neither know nor believe any thing con- 
cerning it; the manner bow not being revealed. —We 
believe what God has declared concerning himſelf, 
without daring to aſk, How can theſe things be? 
Some object to the word perſon, becauie, ſay they, 
the term is not uſed in ſcripture in reterence to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and plead for the 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, as diſtinct properties or powers. 
of the divine nature. The word property is not ſcrip- 
F tural, but the Father is called perſon, Heb. i. 3. And 
woe read of the perſon of Chriit, However, if the 
idea be found ſeriptural, the term will appear war- 
rantable; for words are only ſounds, by which ideas 
of. things are conveyed, The word providence, as re- 
| B 2 terr: a | 
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Immanuel, Chriſt, &c. He ſpeaks, and is ſpoken 
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fetring to God's diſpoſing and ordering the affairs of 


the world, is not found in ſcripture 3 nor the term 


fatisfa#ion, as relating to the death of Jeſus : muſt 
we therefore deny that God provides for his crea- 
tures, or that the death of Chriſt was ſatisfactory ? 
Yet we have as good reafon for both, as for the de- 


nial of the diſtinct perſonality of Father, Son, and 
| Holy Ghoſt. 


It may be proper, before we proceed farther, to 
explain what we mean by the terms which we ſhall 
have occaſion to uſe, in the diſcuſſion of the ſubject 
before us ; for we do not chuſe to deal in ambiguity, 
but endeavour after great plainneſs of ſpeech, that 
the common reader may fully underſtand our deſign. 

By yerSON, we underſtand an intelligent agent, or 
one that acts with will, underſtanding and deſign ;- not 
adhering to another (which is the idea of a property) 


nor a part of another (as the body, or foul, is a part 
of a man: ) but having a real ſubſiſtence, by which it 
is diſtinguiſhed from every other. By a nature, 


we underſtand that ſameneſs which is eſſential to every 
perſon of the like kind. By a aten we underſtand 


oneneſs, or unity of exiſtence. 


That the divine Father is a perſon, we need not 
ſpend time to prove, as few, who believe a deity, de- 
ny his perſonality. This being taken for granted, 
we proceed to prove that the Son and Holy Ghoſt, 


are likewiſe perſons—that they are perſons properly 
_ divine—that theſe three, are the one living and true 


God—and- briefly conſider the ab engen of he 
doctrine, with its practical uſe. ; | 


That Chriſt is a perſon, and not a divine por or 

roperty, is, we think, abundantly evident from the 
following confiderations, taken in cloſe connection. 

"He is made known by perſonal names, as Jeſus, 


£0, 
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to, by perſonal pronouns, as I, thou, he, him, &c. He 
is poſſeſſed of perſonal properties, as underſtanding, 
will, affection, power, &c. He is inveſted with per- 
ſonal. offices, as king, prophet, and prieſt. He ſtands 
in perſonal relations, and ſuſtains perſonal characters, 
as a fon, huſband, brother, ſhepherd, &c.. He per- 
forms per/onal acts. The Father worketh hitherto, and 
T work. Heis the object of perſonal addreſſes: many 
are the inſtances of his being addreſſed as a perſon, 
by his divine Father, by angels, devils, good men 


] and bad men. He likewiſe receives perſonal honours 
of the higheſt kind; which leads us to conſider his 


divinity, in connection with the idea of his perſon- 
ality z or, that he is à perſon properly divine. 

In order to have a conſiſtent view of Jeſus Chriſt, 
it is proper to conſider what the ſcripture ſpeaks of 
him, as God, as man, and as Immanuel, God with us. 
He being God, became man, or took into union 
with himſelf human nature: for, without controverſy, 

great is the myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſted in the 

fleſh.—The word was made fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us. 
By fleſs, which he was made, is intended man, or the 
whole of human nature; hence fe and man are uſed 
as convertible terms, as in Deut. v. 26. Who is 
there of all fleſh that bath beard. the voice of the living 
Goa, ſpeaking out of the midſt of the fire, as we have, 
and lived? John xvii.'2. Thou haſt given him power: 
over all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life to as 
many as thou haſt given bim. Alſo ſee Pal. Ixv. 2. 
Joel ii. 28. Ads ii. 18. As the Word was made 
fleſh, or took upon him human nature, when that 
nature is ſpoken of, he is neceſſarily repreſented as 
inferior to the Father: hence Chriſt ſaid, My Father 
greater than I: but this does not prove his in- 
 feriority as a perſon, for his humanity is not a per- 
ſon; it never had a diſtinct ſubſiſtence of its o/ for 


a2 mo- 
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a moment, but always did, and ever vill, ſubſiſt 


in the divine perſon that aſſumed it; therefore it is 
called, That holy thing, Luke i. 33. Again, conſi- 


dering Chriſt as God man, inveſted with office-capa- 
city, he is repreſented as a ſervant, though he was 


a ſon, and as ſuch did nothing of hiniſelf, but re- 
ceived commandment what he ſhould ſay and do. 
Theſe things the adverſaries of Chriſt's divine per- 


ſonality frequently alledge, as proofs of his inequa- 


lity with the Father: but who ever thought huma- 
nity equal to deity ? It is allowed, that a ſervaut 
acts in a ſubordinate capacity ; but it. cannot be from 
thence inferred, that he is of an inferior nature; 
for if ſo, men cannot ſerve one another, but every 
man's maſter is at leaſt an angel, and every, ſervant 
of man, a brute. If Chriſt had not a nature ſupe- 


rior to human, his appearing in the form of a ſer- 


vant could not be the effect of his condeſcenſion, 
which it 1s in {cripture declared to be; for there is no 


higher form than that of a ſervant, in which a mere 


creature may warrantably appear before God, unleſs 


we ſuppoſe a creature under no obligation to obey . 
its Creator. But the bleſſed Jeſus had a nature prior 


to his becoming a ſervant, from which obedience 
was not due: bo being in the form of God thought. 
it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himſelf 


of no reputation, and took upon him the form f a 


ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men, Phil. 


. 6, 7. If the likeneſs of men, and the form of 4 


ſervant, denote that he'was truly man, and -really 
obeyed, what reaſon can be aſſigned why. the form 
of God, does not intend his poſſefling a nature pro- 
perly divine, eſpecially as it is aſſerted, He thought it 
uo robbery to be equal with God? Had he been but 
a creature, it would not only have been robbery in 
ſome kind and degree, but robbery of the moſt au- 
dacious 
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dacious nature, to claim an equality with God; but 
Jeſus thought ſuch a claim no robbery at all: and 
yet, amazing condeſcenſion! he, who was ewa | 
God, became man—obeyed, and died! 

- Your holy wonder, we hope, brethren, will be 
increaſed, by the contemplation of the many ſcrip- 
* tural proofs of his divine perſonality; a few of which 
woe ſhall ſelect as follows: He is declared to be, The 

* brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon, Heb. i. 3. If he be equal with God, 


as above- noted, and the expreſs image of the Fa- 


ther's perſon, then he is a divine perſon, if the Fa- 
ther is one, becauſe he is expreſsly the ſame with the 
Father, though diſtin& from him Chriſt is often 
declared to be, The Son of God, — bis own Son, —bis 
only begotten Son, &c. And it is evident a ſon is a 
diſtintt perſon from his father, and yet, of the ſame 
nature with him. If Chriſt is called tbe Son of man, 
on account of his having real humanity, his being 
called, the Son of God, is an equal proof of his true 
divinity. It can never be proved he is called, the 
Sen of man, for any other reaſon than his being a 
partaker of proper humanity ; - nor his being called 
the Son of God, on any other account than what 1 in · 
fers his perſonal divinity. —Chriſt is poſſeſſed of dis 
vine perſonal properties, as infinite, unlimited under- 
ſtanding: hence Peter appealed to him as ſuch, fay- 
ing, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that 
love thee, John xxi. 17. To ſearch the heart is 
peculiar. to God; 1 the: Lord ſearch the beart, and 

declare unto man his tbougbts L hou only knoweſt the 


3 hearts of the children of men, 2 Chron, vi. 30. Jeſus 


knew what was in man: he is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and ſays, All the 
_ churches ſhall know that I am be which fſearcheth ihe 
reins and hearts, Rev. ii. 43. Hei is a > perſon pot- 
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ſeſſed of infinite power, by which he upholdeth all 
things, Heb. i. 3. He is therefore called, The mighty 


God, Iſa. ix. 6. The moſt Mighty, Pal. «bv, 3- And 
himſelf hath -proclaimed this truth, as with the voice 


of a great trumpet, ſaying, I am—the Almighty, 
Rev. i. 8. Devils tremble before him; diſeaſes and 
death obey him; the furious elements inſtantly ac- 
knowledge his authority ; the raging billows reſt, 
the boiſterous winds forbear to breathe, if he but 
fay unto them, Peace, be ſtill. We mi ight here con- 
ſider his immutability, immenſity, eternity, &c. as 
properties of his divine perſon; but for want of 


room, proceed to conſider his divinity, as beaming 


forth in theſe offices, relations, &c. in which he 
ſtands to his church; for i it appears undeniably evi- 


dent, that office: capacity is a proof of real perſons 


ality, ſeeing no idea can poflibly be formed of any 


Power or property, human or divine, being a pro- 3 


Phet, king, huſband, ſhepherd, &c. The proper- 
ties of a ſhepherd, huſband, king, &. are eaſily 
underſtood ; but to talk of a property king, a pro- 
perty huſband, a property ſhepherd, &c. is folly in 


the extreme. If theſe offices demonſtrate Chriſt's 
_ perſonality, and therein be diſcovered his real di- 


vinity, then he is a perſon truly divine. As à pro- 
Phet, he taught as never man did; for he beſtowed 
a ſpiritual capacity, which none but God could do, 


as is devoutly acknowledged by John, in behalf of 
the ſaints, ſaying, We know that the Son of God is 
come, and hath given us an under#anding:—and con- 


cludes with holy exultation, This i 15 the true 1 _ | 


eternal life, 1 John v. 20. 


The blood of the ſin- atoning lavtifite; which as a 
prieſt, he offered for the pacifying offended juſtice, 


is called, The Boo of Cod, Acts xx. 28. It is blood 


Wie as the nature offered as a ſacrifice, was in 
i union 


j 


1 
; 
8 
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; ſuch, the Father hath committed the care of his cho- 
| ſen flock; and when juſtice, armed with Vengeance, | 

proceeded to obtain ſatisfaction from Chriſt for their 


**. 


8 0 . treſpaſſes, 


From thence aroſe its. 
value: and virtue, to purchaſe and purify. The 15 
of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all fin. 


| 1s therefore emphatically called, Precious blood, 1 8 
i. 19. Such things are never ſaid of the blood 
of Abel, or Zacharias; nor ſuch effects aſcribed to 
the blood of any of the bleſſed martyrs, though 
by it they ſealed their. we in favour of 0 
= cauſe of God. 618. I | 


. Infallible teſtimogies are borde to his divine F 


Y ni nity, conſidered as a king. The church looks to 
him as her incarnate God enthroned, ſaying, Gird 


thy feword upon thy thigh, O moſt mighty, Plal. xlv. g. 


The eternal Father ſpeaking to his Son, 15 T 
tbrone, O God, is for ever and ever, Heb. RES 


[Through his perſonal relations and characters, his 


divmity ſhines. He is the church's everlaſting Fa- 
ther, whoſe goings, forth have been from of old; ; from | 
everlaſting, Ja. ix. 6. Mic. v. 2, ; By whom the 
ubole family of believers will be preſented fault- 


leſs, before the throne of God, as the children, g given 


Þ him from-the foundation of the world: to him the 


church is eſpouſed as a chaſte virgin, 2 Cor. xi. 2 I 
and called, The bride, the Lamb's wife, Rev, xxi. 9, 
And to her, as a woman grieved in ſpirit, the 


6 prophet was ſent with the following chearing. mef; 
lage, Fear not;-—thy Maxx is thine huſband; Teho- 
va ef boſts, is his name: and thy Redeemer, the. holy 
Ons of iIjracl, Ike God of ibe whole, earth ſball be bs a 
called; and adds, Miib everlaſting. kingneſs wy, T | 
ee ane on thee, „e be Lord cy 5 16 la, 
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union with the Son of God. 
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| | treſpaſſes, the Father's awful, atid yet, honourable 

language reſpecting Immanuel, was, Awake, O feord, 

1118 againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the man that is my 

Fellow, (i. e. my intimate, my equal) ſaith the Lord 
l of hoſts : ſmite the ſhepherd, &c. Zech. Xi." 7. 


"18 With what affection and faith did David ſpeak: of 
7 him, when he ſaid, The Lord is my ſbepherd, I ſhalt 
| not want. This comfortable concluſion, was infer- 
1 able only from his ſhepherd being Jenovan, Pſal. 
1 xxiii. 1. Jeſus acknowledged the character, ſaying, 
| am the good ſhepherd —I give ny life for the Heep. g 
! He is called the chief ſhepherd, 1 Pet. v. 4. Yet | 
[ the ſhepherd of Iſrael is frequently invoked: by the | 
| name of Jebovab, God of hoſts, &c. Pſalm 1 
The perſonal acts of Chriſt, likewiſe, prove his 
divinity. On theſe he reſted the evidence of his 
deity, in the days of his fleſh, 7obn x. 37, 38. The 
miracles which he wrought, and the power he gave 
to his diſciples to work miracles in his wa, were 
proofs of his claim to Deity in his own right. Par- 
don of fin is an act of God: Who can forgive Ans | 
but God? Chriſt forgave fin. Chrift, ſaith Paul, 
| forgave you, Col. iii. 13. Perſons confer gifts; The | 
EH 175 of God is eternal life, Rom. vi. 23. J, faith Je | 
| HH give unto them eternal life, John x. 28. Salva- 
3 tion claims God as its author: Salvation is of tbe 
Tord, Dan. ii. 9. V, even T am the Lord, and befides 4 
me there is no Saviour, Ifa. xliti. 11. "Chriſt | is ex- 
preſsly called, God our Savieur, Tit. i. 3. Heaven 
P the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. The ſaints look for him, as, The great God, 
2 and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Tit. ii. 13. Neiuher is 
| there ſalvation in any other, Acts iv. 12. He only 
WM | - is the author of eternal ſalvation, Heb. v. 9. The 
| name JESUS, was given him, becauſe he ſhould i 
1 fave his people from their fins, (Matt. i. 21.) which i 
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he is able to do to the very uttermoſt. He is there 
fore Jehovah; who ſays, there is no Saviour beſide? 
me, Hoſ. xiii. 4. Judging is a perſonal act; and 


none but a divine perſon can bring every ſecret thing 
into judgment. It is a ſmall thing to be judged of 
man's judgment, who can only judge according to 
6. | appearance; ; but he that judgeth me, ſaith Paul, 
is che Lord, Who will ring to light the hidden things 
= of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the counſels of 
be heart, 1 Cor. iv. 45. For He (Chriſt) ſearcher 
FX the reins 2nd hearts, and will give unto TOY one of 
IX you according to your works, Rev. ii. 23. Remem- 
ber, brethren, we mult all: ſtahd' before the judg- 

Y | ment-ſeat of Chriſt, where every maſk will be re- 
moved, and every perſon appear in his true charac- 
ter. Then, in that day, it ſhall be ſald by all the 

E | ſaints, Lo, this is car God, we have waited for him, 

and be will ſave us: this is the Lord, wwe have waited 


for him, we will be glad, and rejoice in bis ſalvation, Iſa. 


xv. 9. Then will be fhners in Zion be afraid, fearfubk 
ne will ſurprize the bypocrite ; for every eye ſhall 
| ſee him, and they alſo which pierced bim: and all Ein. 
| dreds of the earth ſhall wail berauſe of him. But the 
| whole family of heaven will, with calmneſs, view 


the dreadful conſternation of the wicked; and, tho? 


many of their former acquaintances and relations be 
ſeen among rhe trembling croud, yet the ſaints will 
feel no diſtreſfing emotion, but entitely acquieſcing 
in his righteous proced ure, will ſay, Even ſo, amen, 
W Rev: i! 7. Then the oppoſers' of Chriſt's divinity 
WT will be obliged to acknowledge (oh! that they may 


obtain mercy to rejoice in) this truth, that though 


2 be Halber juugeib mo _ yet God is Jacke Lane 
1 Salas, F 


We ſhall' only ſnertion one act more, as A | 
deer C _ Peril . bee NN is, Crea: 
„ ion. 
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Yon. This i is expreſsly aſcribed to our Lord Jeſus, 


as well as to the Father: For by him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſt- 

ble and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers; all things were created 
by bim, and for bim: and be is before all things, and | 
by him all things confift, Col. i. 16, 17. All things | 
were made by him, and without him was nat any thins | 


made that was made, John i. 3. The world was made 


by bim; and the world knew him not, ver. 1o. The 
Father, ſpeaking to him, ſaith, Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth : and 
the heavens are the works of thine bands, Heb. i. 10. 
—The oppoſers of the doctrine we plead for (in 
general) acknowledge creation to be a proof of 


Chriſt's diſtinct perſonality, yet deny his being a per- 


ſon properly divine. The Arians ſay, he is a a perſon 
of a nature ſuperior to angels, and inferior to God: 


that he was created by the Father, and employed in 


creation; and is to be worſhipped as an inferior God. 
Thus their enmity to a plurality of divine perſons 


in Jehovah, leads them to the heatheniſh doctrine of 


a plurality of gods, notwithſtanding the ſolemn de- 


_ Clarations of the Moſt High to te contrary :- Thus | 


ſaith the Lord, the King of Ijrael, and bis Redeemer | 


' the Lord of hoſts; I am the firſt, and I am the laſt; 
and befides me there is no God. Is there à God beſides ' 
me I know not any, Iſa. xliv. 6, 8. Thou ſhalt 
have no other gods before me Thou ſhall worſhip the i 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. The 4 


Apoſtle charges thoſe with ignorance. of God, who 
did ſervice to them who by Wears we no gods. 
Gal. iv. 8. ; 

According to the Arians, Chriſt is not God by 
nature; therefore no ſervice of a religious kind was 


ever due to him, GS. to Paul's reaſoning. 
Hence 


The Doctrine of the Trinity flated. 13 
Hence it follows, that Chriſt | is either the true God; 
or properly no God at all. As Chriſt has not a di- 
vine nature, according to the Arians, neither has he 
the nature of man: for they ſay, he li. e. Chriſt] is 
of a nature ſuperior to angels. But man is of a na- 
ture inferior to the angelic order: Thou madeſt him, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 4 little lower than the angels. As 
then the Arian-Chriſt is not by nature either God, 
anzel, or man, we do not wonder the ſcriptures are 
ſo ſilent about him, for ſuch a being exiſts, perhaps 


no where, but in the Arians own imagination; which 


= doubtleſs, is a becoming reſidence for ſuch a deity. 


Others, penetrated with : a conviction that a plurality 
of PERSONS were employed in creation, and not wil- 
ling to admit a plurality of divine perſons, have, like 
the Arians, ſubſtitured the idea of a creating crea- 
ture, which they call the ſoul of Chriſt: though they 
acknowledge it to be of a nature vaſtly inferior to 
what the Arians imagine Jeſus to be, yet think reli- 
gious worſhip is its due. We lament, greatly la- 
ment, the fall of ſeveral into this abſurd ſentiment, 
who have not yet repented to give God glory; and 
we rejoice that ſome have repented. That the bleſ- 
fed Jeſus has a ſoul, which was exceeding ſorrowful, 

and which was made an offering for ſin, we believe. 
and therein rejoice; but that his ſoul exiſted before 
his body, wants proof. That Chriſt had a pre-ex- 
iſtent nature, is evident; for, ſaith he, Before Abra- 
bam was, I AM: but that was not his ſoul, but 
his divine. perſon; for, in the beginning was the 
Mord, and the N. ord was with God, and the Word 
was God. The ſame was in the beginning with God. 
He was with God, as a diſtin& perſon, and he was 
God, being of the ſame nature and eſſence with the 
F ather, This perſon,. who was with God in the be · 
Binning and who was Cod, took upon him after- 

EL wards 
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wards a nature, which he had not in the 8 


therefore it was not the human ſoul, for that did not 
take upon it any other different nature. It was an 
act of condeſcenſion in Chriſt, not to take upon him 
the nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, the 
nature of man, which could not be ſaid of the human 

ſoul, unleſs it be thought an act of condeſcenſion 
for an inferior nature not to aſſume a ſuperior one ; 


it is the ſame as ſaying, he muſt be a man of grear 


humility, that is content with the nature in which he 
is created. Beſides, how could Chriſt's human na- 


ture, with propriety, be ſaid to take upon it human {| 


nature? But theſe difficulties vaniſh, if we take 
things as they are laid down in the written word, 
that he who was God, was made- fleſh, and dwelt 
among us, or became man; Immanuel, God with 
us. Beſides, the ſoul of Chriſt was not a perſon, 


as has been noted: it being called a man, does not | 


prove its perſonality; for the body of Adam was ſo 


called, as it is written, The Lord God formed man 


of the duſt of the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils 
the. breath of life ,,. and man became @ living. ſoul. It 


is urged, that Chrilt is called the ſecond man, the 


Lord from heaven : ; but this no more proves that 
the ſoul of Chriſt pre- exiſted in heaven, than its 


being faid, that, The firſt man was. of the earth, 


earthy, proves that Adam's ſoul pre-exiſted in the 
ground. But ſuppoſing his ſoul did pre-exift, its 


being employed in creation, ſeems contrary to rea- 
ſon and. revelation ; for it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 


the cauſe greater than the effect, the Creator great- 


er than what is created by him; but unleſs a hu- 


man ſoul be of a nature ſuperior, or at leaſt equal, 
to the heavenly hoſt, the effect muſt be greater than 


the cauſe: an inferior nature may. be raiſed to ſu- 


ag dignity, as is. the caſe with the humanity of 
Jeſus, 


dons > RE 
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Jeſus, as it ſtands in union with the Son of God, but 
the author of a ſuperior nature it cannot be. If a 
creature could create, the worſhip of a creature 
would be not only excuſable, but neceſſary; for it 
ſeems fit and every way right, for creatures to adore 
the author of their exiſtence : but'the great Apoſtle 
declares, that worſhip given to a creature is inexcu- 


_ fable, Becauſe that which may be known of God, 1s 


manife eft in them; fe or God hath ſhewn it unto them. 
For the inviſible things of bim from the creation of the 


= world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


that are made, even his eternal Power and Godbead'+ 
ſo that they are without excuſe, Rom. i. 19, 20. But 
how is eternal power, &c. clearly ſeen in creation, 
if a creature can create ? Beſides, the earlieft crea. 
ture once-exiſted not: there was a period when irfelf 
was created : and if this creature created every thing, 

ſo that without it, was not any thing made, which 
was made, (which was the cale reſpecting Chriſt 


then this creating creature muſt have . itſelf, 


and exerted its powers before it had any, in order to 
have them; and have exiſted before it did exiſt. 
Such abſurdities men run into, when they depart 
from the path of plain truth: but ſuch there were 
in the Apoſtle's days, who profeſſing themſelves to bi 


= wiſe, became fools, Rom. i. 22. As a creature can- 


not be the cauſe, neither does it ſeem probable i it 
"fot, 


could be an inſtrument in creation: a creating in- 


ſtrument muſt either be employed before the rea- 


ture to be produced be created, or after: not be- 


fore, becauſe there was not any thing exiſting for 


an inſtrument to work upon, or be employed about: 
not after, becauſe, when the creature is produced, 
it is too late for an inttrument to. "by 9 in 


The 
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The work of creation ſeems to be of ſuch a na- 
ture, as not to admit of the inſtrumentality of any 
one: however, the bleſſed Jeſus was not an. inſtru- 
ment, but, with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, the 
one efficient cauſe: for if no creature could create, 
and yet Chriſt created all things, then is the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus a perſon truly divine. But let us appeal 
to ſcripture for a determination of this point, that 
though there were evidently a plurality employed 
in creation, yet whether the perſons were not fo 
united, as to be included in the one only living and 

true God; or whether there was then with God any 
other being, as a little God, according to the Arians, 
or a great man, according to the new Sabellians. 
Thus faith the Lord that created the heavens, God 
bimelf that formed the earth, and made it; he bath 

_ eſtabliſhed it, be. created it, — be formed it,. I am the 
Lord; and there is none elſe,” Iſa. xlv. 18. which 
ALONE ſpreadetb out the heavens, Job ix. 8. Thus 
faith the Lord thy Redeemer, and be that formed thee 
from the womb; I am the Lord that maketh all things, 
that fretcheth out the heavens 'aLont ; that ſpreadeth 
abroad the earth BY MysELe, Iſa. xliv. 24. Thus 
it appears, from the perſonal acts of Chritt, and 
particularly from creation, that he is a divine perſon, 

different from the Father, and yet, in nature and 
eſſence, one with him: I and my Father are one. As 
Chriſt is one with the Father, and, as ſuch, the au- 
thor of creation, the voice of reaſon proclaimeth 
him worthy of the ſame honour: and revelation 
directs all men to honour the Son, even as they bonour 
the Father, John v. 23. which is a further proof of 
Chriſt's perſonal divinity: for, if the Father be ho- 

noured as a divine perſon, and the ſame honour be 
due to the Son, the Son ought to be honoured by 


all, as a * truly divine. The honourable names 
ES whereby 
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whereby true Deity is diſtinguiſhed, and God the 
Father known, are applied to Chriſt ; in the ſcriptures. 
of truth, as God, true God, great ( God, mighty God, 
Lord God, God over all, the God of Iſrael, the God 
of Abraham, the God of the whole earth, Jehovah, . 
2X Adonai [Lord], Lord of hoſts, King of kings, Lord 
of lords, I am that I am, Alpha and Omega, Firſt 
and Laſt, All in All, &c. Again, it is very obſerv- 


"I able, that Chriſtians of old were diſtinguiſhed from 


others in every place, by their callir.g on the name 
X of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: ſee 1 Cor. i. 2. Adds ix. 
X 14,—17. 1 ſaid, O my God, take me not away in the 
= mid/t of my days: thy years are throughout all genera- 


. 1 | tions, Of old haſt thou laid the foundation of the, 


—_— 
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caritb, and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 

Dey hall periſh,—they ball be changed: but thou art 
the ſame, and thy years ſhall haue no end, Pal. cii. 
| 24,—27. Which pſalm is entitled, © A prayer of 
ce the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and pour- 
eth out his complaint before the Lord.” Yet, in 
Heb. i. 10, — 12. it is expreſsly applied to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; ſo that he is the Lord, to whom the 
| afflicted and overwhelmed pour out their complaint: 
agreeable to which, Stephen, when ſtoned, died, 
calling upon God, ſaying, Lord Jeſus, receive my 
XX ſpirit :—Lord, lay not this fin to their charge, Acts vii. 


| Y 59, 60. But if Jeſus Chriſt be not God the Lord, 


the holy pſalmiſt, and the author of the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, were guilty of an horrid fin, in direct- 
ing the afflicted to apply for relief to a mere creature; 
and Stephen the famous martyr, died in the very act 
of idolatry ; and the primitive chriſtians were diſ- 
tinguiſhed in every place, for their invariable attach- 

ment to an idol. Chriſt and his apoſtles were cor- 


rupters of religion, rather than reformers, if Jeſus 


was not a | dirine perſon; for inſtead of the idols 
ee * being 
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being aboliſhed by them, as was predicted, Zech. xiii. 
2. Iſa. ii. 10,22. they eſtabliſhed an idolatry of 
the moſt dangerous kind. Further, Chriſt is like- 
wiſe the ſaint's truſt. We (viz. the apoſtles) trusted 
in Chriſt. In whom ye alſo truſted, after ye beard the 
word of truth, Eph. i: 12, 13. And in his name ſhall 
the Gentiles trust, Matt. xii. 21. One prophet lays, 
Ceaſe from man,—wherein is he to be accounted of? 
Ifa. ii. 22. Another, Curſed be the man that truſteth 
in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, Jer. xvii. 5. A 
third, when ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays, Bleſſed are all 
they that put their truſt in him, Pal. ii. 12. Which 
ſurely proves to a demonſtration, that the ſaints were 
all deluded, if Jeſus is not truly divine. 

It is very deſirable to know what thoſe who were 
fo attached ro Chriſt on earth, think and ſay about 
him now they are in heaven, where every miſtake is 
rectified, and with whom the angelic hoſt unite. 
Well, with a brief rehearſal] of authentic intelligence 
me thence, we ſhall conclude this part of our let- 

John, the beloved diſciple, being in the Spirit 
on Ss Lord's day, heard a great voice behind him, 
as of a trumpet, ſaying, I am Alpha and Omega, the 
firſt and the laſt ;—and what thou ſeeſt, write in a book, 

| and ſend it unto the churches. He turned to ſee who 
it was that ſpake to him, and behold, it was his aſ- 
cended Jeſus, loudly proclaiming his own dignity 
and authority. John was all attention, and being in- 
troduced to the portal of glory, he ſaw the happy at- 
tendants of the heavenly ſovereign round about the 
throne, and the number of them was ten thouſand: | 
times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands, ſay- 


ing, with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was | 

ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 

ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. And e- 

n creature in heaven, N and fea, he heard in 
| 4 | | tweet | 


= Is 
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ſweet concord, ſaying, Bleſſing, honour, glory, and pow- 


er, be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto. 


the Lamb, for ever and ever, Rev. i. 10, 11. and chap. 
v. 12, 13. It ſeems as if none but the inhabitants of 
hell, will at laſt be found reluctant to honour and 
give glory to our dear Immanuel. We. hope, bre- 
thren, you and we ſhall ere long join the heavenly 
choir, and in holy rapture ſing and ſay, Unto him that 


loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 


and hath made us kings and prieſts unto God and bis 
Falber; to him be glory and dominion, for ever and 
ever. Amen. | - x5 
We now proceed to conſider the divine perſonality 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which is by many denied in our 
day. There are two contrary methods taken to op- 
poſe this precious article of your faith. Some ac- 


knowledge his per/onality, but deny his divinity; and 
aſſert that he is a creature created by Chriſt, and 


ſo inferior to him, though ſuperior to angels. In 
anſwer to this, we refer you to what is ſaid above, 
relating to a ſuppoſed ſuper-angelic creature. Others 


deny his perſonality, and ſay, that by the Holy 
Ghoſt is intended the energy or power of God. 


That the extraordinary operations, or works and 
gifts of God, are ſometimes called the Holy Gboſt, 
we readily grant; but that ſuppoſeth the perſonal 

exiſtence of the Holy Ghoſt, as the author of them. 


Would the law ever have been called Moſes, if there 
never had been ſuch a perſon as Moſes by whom 


it was given? no, nothing more unlikely? 

if 6 0 e That 
= Such 4 mode of ſpeaking is common; as a perſon, for 
inſtance, lately ſald, «Obſerving in Fletcher many fpecious 
* arguments in favour of the merit of works, and ſeveral 


* horrid inferences drawti from the doctrines of tree grace, 


charged to the account of the defenders of thoſe doctrines; 
"TN re- conſidered the ſubject, and examined Gill, Brine, Top- 
„ YT lady, 
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That the HoLy Gnosr is a PERSOx, appears evi- 
dently from the following conſiderations. He is 
the ſubject of power, of knowledge, of will or cboice; 
and of love, grief, anger :—he ſpeaks, and is ſpoken 
to :—he is ſent, and ſends others. He is the ſubject 
of power:—we frequently read of the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Paul did mighty figns and wonders, 
by the power of the Spirit of God, Rom. xv. 19. 
And the ſaints abound in hope, through the power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xv. 13. For our goſpel came 
not unto you in word only, but alſa in power, and in 
the Holy Gboſt, 1 Theſ. i. 5. It the Holy Ghoſt be 
not a powerful perſon, but a power or property of 
the divine Being, then the reading in the two firſt 
Paſſages ſhould have been, The power of the power, 
and in the laſt, The word came in power, and in the 
power: but the impropriety of ſuch a reading is 
ſufficiently evident, —He' is poſſeſſed: of a mind: 
The mind of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 27. And is the 
ſubject of knowledge, The things of God knoweth na 
man, but the Spirit—-And of will or choice; Paul 

ſpeaking of the diverſity of gifts for the churches 

edification, ſays, All theſe worketh that one and the 
ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing to every man ſeverally as he 
will, 1 Cor. xii. 11. Hence the advice ſent by the 
| Gentile: churches, /eemed good to: the Holy Ghoſt, 
Acts xv, 28.— Speech, properly conſidered, is a per- 
<« lady, and others; and comparing one with another, the 
* arguments appear weak, and the charges wicked,” Now 
it is plain, that he meant by Fletcher, the works of the Rev. 
Mr. br —, of „ and fo of the reſt; yet though the 
works, and not the perſons, of theſe great men were intended, 
would ever ſuch works have been called Fletcher, Gill, Brine, 
&c. if there had never been ſuch perſons exiſting, as authors 
of ſuch performances? ſurely they would not. So that divine 
operations or works, being called the Holy Ghoſt, is a proof 
| that there is ſuch a perſon, rather than that there is no pere 

ſon of that name. 2 8 e 
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ſonal act. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh'expreſsly, r Tim. 
iv. 1. The Spirit entered into me, and ſet me upon 
my feet, and ſpake with me, and ſaid unto me, Go, 
Kc. Ezek. iii. 24. He ſpeaks with deſign and au- 
thority, which implies perſonality. The Spirit ſaid 
unto Philip, Go join thyſelf to this chariot, Acts viii. 
29. And while Peter thought on the viſion, the Spirit 
' ſaid unto him, Behold, three men ſeek thee. Ariſe 

therefore and get thee down, and go with them, doubt- 
ing nothing : for I have ſent them, Acts x. 19. 20. 
The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the work ee I have called them, Acts 
Xiii. 2. They were forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt to 
preach the word in Afia, Acts xvii. 6. Agreeable 
to which is Paul's ſolemn charge to the elders, Feed 
the flock of God, over which the Holy Ghoſt, hath 
made you overſeers, Acts xx. 28. The ſame great a- 
poſtle intreats a ſhare in the prayers of the ſaints, for 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and zhe love of the Spi- 
rit, Rom: xv. 30. and ſpeaks of him as one, with 
whom believers have fellowſhip, Phil. ii. 1. which 
implies, that he is a perſon, and not a property; and 
therefore he cautions the ſaints againſt grieving him, 
Eph. iv. 30. For it went ill with Iſrael when they 
rebelled and vexed him, La. Ixiii. 10. In a word, 
he helpeth the infirmities of the ſaints, maketh inter- 
ceſſion in them, guides them into all truth, comforts 
them in trouble, and ſeals them to the day of re- 
demption. Theſe things prove his perſonality: and 
that he is a perſon diſtind from the Father and the 
Son, is clear from his being called anorTazr Com- 
forter, ſent by the Father and the Son. He (the Fa- 
ther) hath ſent his Spirit into your hearts. 1 will pray 
the Father, ſaith Chriſt, and he will ſend you another 
Comforter. Again, I will. ſend: bim unto you, John 
xvi. 7. He whois ſent,” is certainly a diſtinct per- 


ſon 
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ſon from him or them by whom he is ſent : agree- 
able to which Chriſt ſaid, Vben be, the Spirit of truth 
is come, be will guide you into all truth : for be ſhall not 
ſpeak of himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall bear, that ſhall 
le ſpeak : and be will ſhew you things to come. He 
Hall glorify me. for be ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall 
fete it unto you. How very often is the Holy Ghoſt 
ſpoken of in this 16th chapter of Jobn, by the per- 
ſonal pronoun, be, as a perſon diſtin? from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, who ſent him, and ſpeak of him. 

That the Holy Ghoſt is a bivINE perſon, e 
equally evident from the following things. — _ 

Baptiſm, a ſolemn act of religious worſhip, is com- 
manded to be perforined in his name, as well as in 
the names of the Father and the Son. As believers 
are cholen by the Father, ranſomed by the Son, and 
renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, they therein are direct - 
ed to devote themſelves to God in each perſon; and 
in ſo doing, they declare by whoſe authority they ap- 
pear in a religious character, even in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, That 
ſuch a procedure is the believer's reaſonable ſervice, 
appears not only from the divine injunction, but from 
creation, which proves the Holy Ghoſt's proper di- 
vinity. For by him were the heavens garniſhed, 
Job xxvi. 13. He moved upon the face of the wa- 
ters : and ſaith Elihu, The Spirit of God bath made me, 
Job xxxiii. 4. Again, the Holy Ghoſt is called God 2 
Why batb Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghoſt ?. ſaith the apoſtle to the deceiver; why baſs 
thou conceived this thing in thine beart ? thou baſt not 
lied unto men, but unto God, Acts v. 3, 4. Moreover, 
when Peter defended his conduct in going to the 
Gentiles, he reſted his defence on this, The Spirit bade 
me go; and concludes, what was I, that I could with- 


your God? Acts xi. T2,—17. Saints are called, The 
| = | 
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temple of God: The temple of God is holy, which tem- 
ple ye are, 1 Cor. iii. 16. Know ye not that your bodies 
are the temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? 1 Cor. vi, 19. And 
it is well known that a temple is ever conſidered as 
the reſidence of Deity. He is omniſcient, For the 
Spirit ſearcheth all things, 1 Cor. ii. 10. Omnipre- 
| ſent, Pſalm cxxxix. 7. Eternal, Heb. ix. 14. Is the 
object of prayer; The Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of God, and into the patient waiting for Chriſt, 
2 Theſ. iii. 5. And very ſignificant is the apoltle's 
benediction, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. The grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and ihe communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you ail. Ame. 
We may farther obſerve, that if there are tlie 
perſons in God, as appears to us evident, for the rea - 
ſons before given, it is natural to expect that Jehovah 
will be found in ſcripture ſpeaking of himſelf, or 
ſpoken of, in ſuch a manner as includes a plurality. 
If, on examination, nothing of that kind could be 
met with in the ſacred volume, a lover of truth might 
be kept in a ſtate of helitation : but no objection of 
that nature can be brought againſt the doctrine, for 
which we plead ; for many are the inſtances of ſuch 
a mode of ſpeaking in ſcripture, as are not only a-- 
greeable ro a plurality of perſons in God; but which' 
are incapable of any other conſtruction: a few of 
which we ſhall mention. Paſſing by the many plu- | 
ral names given the Almighty, joined with ſingular | 
verbs, which are much to our purpoſe, we ſhall'only- 
mention ſuch inſtances as are plain to the moſt com- 
mon capacity, as Gen. i. 26. And God ſaid, Let US 
make man in 0uR image; after oux likeneſs. The pro- 
nouns us and our, denote a plurality, or more than 
one, whoſe image and likeneſs \ is the fame; or a plu- 
rality of perſons, and one God, it being evident that | 
God, * none elle was employed! in creation. The- 
0 like 
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like mode of ſpeech is uſed in Gen: iii. 22. Again, 
in Gen. xi. 7. The Lord ſaid, Let vs. go > Sake and 
there confound their language. $0. the Lord ſcattered 
the people, ver. 8. Iſaiah ſays, I ſaw alſo the Lord 
fitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train 
filled the temple : Alſo 1 beard the voice of the Lord, 
ſaying, Whom ſhall I ſend, and who will go for us? 
Then ſaid I, here am 1; ſend me. And he ſaid, Go, &c. 
La. vi. 1-9. The pronouns I and he, diſcover u- 
nity, or that there is but one God, one divine Being; 
but the pronoun xs, conveys the idea of a plurality. | 
And when that very commiſſion, which was given to 
Iſaiah, was recited by John, he declares, that zbeſe 
things ſaid Eſaias when be ſaw bis (Chriſt's) glory, and 
pate of bim, ſee John xii. 41. And what the prophet 
| declares, was ſpoken by the Lord of hoſts whom he 
ſaw, ſee Acts xxviii. 23, 27. Well ſpake the Holy 
Ghoſt, by Eſaias the prophet, &c. Therefore the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, were the us, whoſe meſ⸗ 
ſenger the prophet was; even the King, the Lord of 
hoſts. In Iſaiah xli. 21—23. the Holy One of Iſrael, 
the Creator, is ſpeaking to falſe deities, after this 
manner: Produce your cauſe, ſaith the Lord; bring 
forth your ſtrong reaſons, ſaith the King of Jacob. Let 
them ſhew the former things what they be, that WE may 
conſider them, and know the latter end of them or declare 
US things for to come. Shbew the things that are io 
come hereafter, that W E may know that ye are gods: 
yea, do good or do evil, that WE may be diſmayed, and 
behold it tagetber. In ver. 25. the Lord again uſetn 
the ſingular pronoun I; I have raiſed him up, Cc. 
In like manner the Watcher, who ordered Nebu- 
chadnezzar to be cut down as a ſpreading tree, is 
called tbe watchers, Dan. iv. 13, 14, 17. And in 
chap. v. 18. it is ſaid, The moſt high God gave to Ne- 
N 4 n and majeſty, and glory: It is 
added, 


added, Ard THEY look his glory from him, ver. 20. 
: Yer i it is plain, that none but the great, God, who, 
gave him the glory, took it away, as, the humbled 
monarch. acknowledged. In many more paſſages, a 

plurality. in God appears; ſuch as, Tbe Lord rained 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimftone , and fire, FROM 
the. Lord out of heaven, Gen. xix. 24. O, our Gad, 
bear 4be. prayer f thy. ſervant, for the, Lord's ſake, 
Dan. ix. 17. I will have mercy upon the houſe of Ju- 
deb, and will fave ihem by the Lord their God. — The 
Father raiſeth up ibe dead, and quitkentth them. even 
ſo-the San guicteneth an bom he will, John v. 2 1. Ii is 
the Spirit that quickeneth—our mortal lodies, John vi. 
63. Rom. viii. 11. It is Cod ch quicteneth all things, 
1 Tim, vi. 13. F rom theſe teſtimonies t plainly ap- 
Negrs to us, hat fs "ok are three that bear, Ae in 


theſe 3 are e one, 1 Yaho. v. 75 "They are, Keen 
diſtinct to denominate them three perſons, and, ;{0j 
cloſely, united as to be one God ; agreeable.co the ſ9+, 
jemn declaration, Hear, O. Iſrael I ile Lend thy = 
ij one Lord. To whom! be glam for euer. Ae 


24 


We tall now conefüde, brethren, wich an im- 
proyement of the ſubject, by pointing out to you its 
importance and ulc,” This doctrine is ſo i important, 
that every capital truth in the Bible is either found- 
ed upon it, or in cloſe connection with i it. Withou 
800 chere could be no eternal covenant ; 3. becabſe, it 
riſt be not a divine Perſon, | there was no contract. 


> 37 
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ing party from eternity, ſet up as man's repreſenca 
tive; for, before time, a creature could got exif 
If Chriſt therefore he not a divine Perſon, once there 
| was. no covenant, once. no. head of, the church, ng 
bleſſings of grace treaſured up for her, no mercy, 
prepared, no. ef ap W no trankaQion. of 
any 
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any kind between the Father and the Son, bec 
once there was no Son of God, no divine Father. 
I Chrift' be only a creature, theſe conſequences na- 
turally follow. But Chriſt, as our repreſentative, 
Was fet up from everlaſting, or ever the earth was; 
whoſe goings forth, im our favour, have been from of 
old, from everlaſting, Mic. v. 2. He is likewiſe the 
faints Ceiling piece from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
Pyal. xc. 1. In whom grace was given tbe church 
before the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. The mercy of 
the Lord, in him, is from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
fal. ciii. 17. And the work of redemption has been 
carried on-according to the erernal purpoſe, purpoſed 
in Chriſt” Jeſus our Lord, Epb. iii. 11. It is like- 
wife owing to his divine perſonality, that his righte- 
neſs is of a nature imputable to ſinners. For the law 
had no natural claim upon him; which it would 
have had, was he a mere man: but his obedience, 
being the obedience of God-man, reflects honor on 
the law, and dignifies it more than the combined o- 
bedience of men and angels, could ever have done. 
Thereby the law is magnified and made honorable; 
its author beeoming its fulfiller; who is therefore 
called, Jehovah our righteouſneſs. In whom all the 
' ſeed of Iſrael po be offi, and Halt Flury. 4 er, 
xxili. 6. Iſa. xlv. 25. 
Had he not been a Write perſon, he could not 
have atoned for ſin; for the redemption of a man's 
ſoul is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever, in reſpect « 
its being accompliſhed by any of the mere human 
race: None of them can by any means redeem his bro- 
ther, or give to God a ranſom for him, Pſal. xlix. 7, 8. 
Sin hath incurred the diſpleaſure of God, which is 
infinite diſpleaſure. His wrath is fo intenſe, no mere 
creature could ſuſtain it. Infinite puniſhment, in 
rel 1900 85 duration, is the demerit of every —_— 


VF 
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fion. Therefore every ſinner may be juſtly interro- 
gated with an, Is not thy wickedneſs great, and thin 

iniguities infinite? Job xxii. 3. How valuable then 
muſt the price of redemption be, which merits an 
exemption from puniſhment, not of one ſinner only, 
but of ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thou · 
fands of thouſands; the tranſgreſſions of cach one of 
them being more than the hairs of their heads, which 
cannot be numbered! Let others plead, if they 
pleaſe, for redemption procured by a mere creaturez 


we hope, brethren, you and we ſhall, with the church 


of old, for ever ſing, As fer our Redeemer, the Lord 
of hoſts is his name, #he Holy One of Hrael, Iſ. xlvii. 4. 


Was not our Jeſus a perſon truly divine, he a 


not only have been extremely deficient as to merit 
attendiag his blood and righteouſneſs z but likewiſe 
utterly incapable of a full acquaintance with his peo- 
ple, their numerous enemies, wants, and miſeries z 


for every creature is circumſcribed, or bounded; in 

all reſpects. A creature cannot be every where at 
the fame time, - To fill heaven and earth, is the un- 
derived and uncommunicable property of God: Do 
rot fill bauven and earth, ſaith the Lord? but 


how would that prove: Jehovah's deity, if a creature 


could rife up and ſay, and ſo do I. It would quite 

confound: finite powers to attend to the many thou- 
lands of millions that are perpetually addreſfing him 
in heaven, and from every part of the earth, crying 
to him by night and day; and to watch every mo- 
tion, and take cognizance of every thought and action, 
of friends, and foes; łhro' the vaſt empires of hea- 
ven, earth, and hell. How could a mere creature - 
Chriſt do all chis, and infinitely more? But, breth-. 
ren, your. Jeſus being a divine perſon, he can and 
wi Jn good his 1 to bleis and be with his 
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people where ever they meet in his name; and 
will never leave the mieaneſt individual that truſts in 
Him: to each he ſays, I will not leave ther; and to 
His whole church and collective intereſt, miniſters 
and people, he faith, Lo! I am with you always, to 
the end of the world. Amen. It need not give you 
__ how to let the Saviour know your ſorrows and 
nts.  He' hears the groans of the priſoners, yea, 
is a diſcerner of the thoughts, and intents of the 
heart. He knows how to ſympathize, and ſuccour, 
guide, govern, ſcek, and ſave. Every whilper 
reaches his ear, and every fi h his heart. He is 
acquainted with every deſig ien formed on earth a? 
pant his people, or in the dark world of hell.— 
e knows how to deliver the godly our of temps. 
= or fupport them in it, and profit them hy 


Paul felt his grace ſufficient, and power preva- TY 


5 for, is there any thing too hard for God? 
no: be, who bears up the pillars of the earth, can 
well ſupport a ſaint. Jeſus being Jehovah, a ö 
Bolding all things by the' word of bit power, Heb. i. 3. 
is able to give power to the faint; and ſtrength to 
them who have no might. The believer therefore 
may well ſay, I can do all things, through Chrift 
Prengthening me. And with the greateſt propriety 
our Lord ſaid, Without me ye can do nothing. | Truſt 
therefore, in che Lord for ever; for in the Lord 
Jehovah-Jeſus i 18 everlaſting ſtrength. Take cou- 
rage ye drooping ſaints, and in the name of the 
Lord, ſet up your banners, and through your in- 
carnate God do valiantly, in ſtriving againſt the 
world, the fleſn, and the devil; for, He will give 
frength unto bis people. He will bleſs bis people 
with peace: and make them at laſt more than con- 
querors dug, "Mn chat hath dee . e 
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; Es » Tho' death, and hell obſtruct the way,” oy A 


Obe more; the ſabje& i IS vaſtly; important ah 
protitable, as without the conſideration of the per⸗ 


fonal divinity of the Son, and Spirit of God, 1 


ſcriptures, inſtead of leading 3 in a plain Paß, 2182 


volve the attentive reader in perperuat Petit | 2 


To inſtance. in but 4 few things: : the ſerious reade 


is defirous to know the firſt and beſt of Beings, what, 


are his diſtinguiſhing properties, not chuſing to, wor- 

ſhip he knows not what, or bow. before an unknown 

God: he. is convinced of the neckſſi ty 0 f the. i 925 
uiry, as it is, declared, He that cometh 0 6:4" mu 

or lebe bal he is: and is ehcouraged to 755 8575 

it is written, "Then hall ye know, if ye. follow 


know the Lord.” But he finds inp e FF: 


the names, propefties, perfection, works, and ope 


rations, which are in one place aſcribed to Jehovah; 
as if peculiar to deity,, being in other places aſcrib- 
ed to two creatures; not fading any one criterion 

in the ſcriptures l he may diſtinguiſh between, 


the great Infinite, and nite beings. Is the inq "IT; : 


about worſhip? which it certainly ought to be, 
finds it written, Thou ſhalt worſhip | Wh Lord N. 
God, and bim only Hall thou ſerve ; an that God, 
ought to be loved with all the heart, "foul and 
ſtrength, and worſhipped | in ſpirit and. in tr ruth. 
He perceives, that to worſhip and ſerve him as Te. 
Juired, is naturally due from all his. creatures, and: 
is the only, way whereby they can glorify him 
which glory he will not give to another: bur, 5 1 
here the enquirer is perplexed; for he reads of thote. 
who were high i in the favour of God, falling down. 
before, and worſhipping a creature. The man is 
a at their conduct! but on enquiry, _ 
uc 
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h worſhip commanded : for of the Son, he faith, 
Let all the- angels of God worſbip him, Heb. i. 6. 
And to'the a deb he ſaith of Jeſus, He is thy Lord, 
and worſoip thou, him, Plal. xlv. 11, At this he is 
quite aſtoniſhed, and ready to aſk, what! is the 


t with his glory? —he aſketh advice, and is told 
y ſome, that Jeſus Chritt is an inferior God, and 
{ ought to be worſhipped accordingly, | But this 
only 8 if poſſible, the difficulty; ; for, the 
ſcriptures: are poſitive that there is but one God; 


bay that this one God declares, he knows of no 0. 


ther but himſelf: ſee "Ja. xliii. 10. Beſides, i 


| Chriſt be an inferior God, how ſhall a perſon Ia 
80 what extent, or degree, he is to be loved, truſted 


in and adored, without exceeding what is his due, 
and man's duty: for if fo, care ſhould be taken 


leſt Chriſt be too much honoured, and the ſupreme 
Being offended. | As the ſcripture gives no infor- 


An how far, and no farther, a man is to love and 


enquiring ſoul is {till in a labyrinth, it not appear- 


ing probable to him, that the degree of honour due | 


to Jeſus, is left to the option of men. 


Some of late aſſert, that though Chridt is no more 
4 a man, yet he ought to be worſhipped as.the 


' Father's inftrument of good to men. But, if fo, 
every other inſtrument ſhould be worſhipped, pro- 


portionable to the degree of their being employed 
for good, whether angels or men. Thus, inſtead 


of the idols being aboliſhed by the goſpel, we ſhould 


| have gods many, and lords many. But to us there 


is but one God the Father, of whom are all things, 
* We in lu: and one e Lord Teſs W ” whom. 


are 
ION... 


4 


adore Jeſus Chriſt, without incurring guilt, the 


% Hats 67 150 Wende * ” 
are all things, and we by him. Hotubeit, ee 
in every man that knowledge, 1 Cor. viii. 6. 7. 

Some perſons ſay, the worſhip given to Chriſt 
is founded upon a command, therefore is not natu« 
rally due to him, which it would, were he truly 
God ; but a ſerious enquirer would naturally aſſæ, 
what are thoſe uncommanded duties which are due 
to Jehovah? for it ſeems, that whatever God has 
commanded, was not naturally his right: how then 
ſhall I know what thoſe uncommanded duties are t 
I muſt not ſeek for them in the ſeripture, and I am 
loath to go to Rome, to which the objection natural 
lx leads.—If the enquirer conſiders creation. as 4 
proof of the wiſdom, greatneſs, gondneſs and gran- 

deur of God, he is again confounded, as the ſerip· 
ture ſpeaks of two crrating creatures, if Chriſt and 
the Holy Spirit be not properly divine. If he con- 
template God, as from everlaſting. behold | before 
ume began, creatures exiſted. If he look to the 
end of time, and conſider the reſurrection as an act 
peculiar to God ; he is pleaſed to think that the 
apoſtle places the credibility of che reſurrection on 
che author's divinity, Why ſbould it be thought a thing 
incredible, that Cod ſbould raiſe the dead but here 
be is ſtumbled likewiſe, as the reſurrection is attri- 
buted to the Son and Spirit. In fine, it is evident, 
that there is either no God, or three Gods, or elſe 
three divine Perſons in one God. The laſt of theſe 
concluſions is free from abſurdity, and is egreeable 
to reaſon; though for the diſcovery of this truth, 
wen * beholden to revelation. "TT 


"> The Apoſtle does bot here call the Father , to the 
excluſion of the Son and Spirit ; nor-the Son ; Gove to the 
excluſion of the Father, &c. for our Lord Jeſus is frequently 
called God, and the Father and Holy Ghoſt, Lord. Of the 
Father it is ſaid, Th 4ingdoms ef this undi are become the 
—_— of 0 SES _ of his Chrift.---Now ib Lord is that 

pirit.— But he ſpeaks in o poſition to the 3 ge 
had 3 . and Jords many. 
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Te Devine of h the 52 rinity, fave: 
3 you, dear brethren, to keep. cloſe to this 
important article of your holy religion. You need: 
not be afraid of truſting Jeſus Chriſt, of Aung e 
bim too much, or eſteeming him too highly. 
Artis the bounden duty of every ſaint, to . 
the. Son, even as bes honours the Father. Conſider 

your obligations to che ſacred Three: contemplate 
the! Father's" love, in ſetting you apart for himſelf, 7 
before the world: was. Believers may well ſay, Be- 
Bald, what manner of love tbe Father” bath betowed 

cr , that we: ſhould. be called the ſons of GO 
' Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus CR 
who: bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings; Gt. 
Eph. i. 3. Conſider. your obligations to Chtiſt, cas 
his purchaſe: ye ate not your own, BUT boug br 
Wirt a price it therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in pour ſpirit, which are Gods. - Your obligations 
to che Lord the Spirit are great. He is the author 
and inditer of your Bible: Hoh men ſpate as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. He is be Lord God 
fat i ubo ſpake' by the mouth of bis holy pro- 

phets,” which baus deen fince the world began, Luke i. 
68, 70. He is the Lord of the harveſt, who pre- 

pares and ſends forth labourers. He is the author 
of all edifying gifts to the church. It is owing to 
him, that you are renewed, and begebe in 
your minds. Look to him to create in you a clean 
heart, and renew a right ſpirit within you. I 
word, He that bath an ear, let him bear what-the 

Sirit ſaith unto the churcbes. Now unto: bim that 

icable to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
faultleſs before the preſence of his glory, with exceeding 
toy.” To" the Thi. wiſe God our Said ur, be glory and 

majeſty, domini on: and. power, both now and 
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ON THE 


Poon of Salvation and Damnation. 


in a LET EK to a "FRIEND: 


Tr : 


ITT SIR, 


T is now above eighteen mods ſince = Grſt tequeſted ay 
thoughts on ſeveral ſubjects treated of by a certain popular 
author, whoſe performance you then put into my hands.—I 
am, Sir, aſhamed of my long filence, after ſo many ſolicitations :: 
but you will allow me to obſerve, as an apology, that the furious, 
(not to ſay foul) ſpirit which animates the body of his divinity, 
was ſuch a cheek to freedom, that I knew not how {ooner to cul- 
tivate an acquaintance ſufficient to form a: Proper judgment of his 
real intention. 
After frequent examinations, (though not withous long intervals; f 
in which he was forgot) it appears evidently to be the deſign of 
this author, in conjunction with others; to eſtahliſſi the doctrine of 
the merit of works: In order to which, it was thought neceſſary to 
reproach the Calviniſts, and their God alſo; charging the latter 
with horrid cruelty, as“ the author of grim decrees, and the ſub- 
ject of free, unprowobed wrath z which free wrath, he adds, like 
< an ugly black boy, ſapports the train of the Calvaniſts free grace: 
with many other things too horrihle and tedious to he mentioned. 
The method he uſes to ſupport theſe charges, are his own inferen- 
ces, which he deduces from the doctrines held by the Calviniſts. 
If theſe gentlemen think, that ſuch horrid inferences are de. ; 
ducible from the doctrines of grace; no wonder they urge them in 
argument for the conviction of their opponents: but to charge the 
Calviniſts with Holding them, as articles of their faith; is exceedingly 
unkind and diſingenuoas. The Calviniſts deny chat thoſe blaſ- 
phemous brats are the offspring of their ſentiments: Such horrid 
ideas are only generate in the fertile brains of Arminians, who 
nouriſh them for the purpoſe of giving a martial appearance to 
their army of feeble arguments, and to guard the avenues Gan. 
to Calviniſm. —_ 
But to attend to your requeſt. —The ſubzects you keſer to, may, ; 
1 think, be reduced to two inquiries, in which they ſeem 10 
center. 5 
r Wer are the ag i of eternal falvationt / 


"bacon 


34 Thoughts on the. Cauſes of Salvation, &c. 
Secondly, Why, or for what, does God inflict puniſhment? 
I! Buy ſalwation, you will obſerve, I mean a deliverance from fin in 
5 every view of it, and from all its curſed effects.—It is a deliverance 
: from a death in fin: by death, I do not intend an inaQtivity of 
our mental powers, but an averſion to God as an holy being. For, 
the carnal mind is enmity againſt God; it is not ſubject to the law of 
|. God, neither indeed can be. And, to be carnally minded is death, 
| Rom. viii. 6, 7. A change, therefore, muſt be effected; for, 
without holineſs, no man can ſee the Lord. An unholy ſoul, (while 
| ſo) cannot delight in holy perſons or things, con/idered as holy. I 
| aſk, therefore, by what is ſuch a change produced, and by whom ? 
* Some perſons would, without heſitation, anſwer, by man's free 
| 
| 
| 


ewill,T readily allow, that the will of man is free, for fin hath 
not deftroyed his free-agency ; but then, a man, who a&s freely, 
always chuſes what he likes beſt, Before he is the ſubje& of a 
change, God and divine things, are what he has no love to, nor 
delight in. Delight or ſatisfaction in perſons or things, ariſeth 
from their agreeableneſs to our diſpoſition. If God be agreeable, 
as holy, to a carnal. mind, how is it, that ſuch a mind is enmity a- 
gainſt him? If he be agreeable to a carnal mind, the diſtinction, 
even in idea, between a carnal and a ſpiritual mind ceaſes. A 
man muſt chuſe what he hates, if an unholy man can chuſe the 
things of God. If it be ſaid, he may by ſome means be convinced 
of their ſuitableneſs, and ſo chuſe them: I grant it; but that is 
only ſaying in other words, the man's diſpoſition or heart is chang- 
ed, in conſequence whereof he makes a different choice. The 
queſtion, Who is the author of that change ?—returns unanſwered. 
„ For a ſolution hereof, hear the word of the Lord: — Not by works. of 
righteouſneſs which aue have done, but according to his mercy. He ſaved: 
1 us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Tit. iti. 5. By grace are ye ſaved, through faith ; and that not of your 
ſelves :—Not of works, left any man ſhould boaft.. For aue are h is work» 
[ manſbip, created in Chriſt Feſus ux ro good works, which God hath he- 
ll fore ordained rbat aue fbould walk in them, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. Which 
1 were born (that is, born again) aot & blood, nor of the will of the fleſh; 
nor-of the auill f man, but Cod, John i. 13. Of bis own. avill be- 
gat be us, with the word of truth, James i. 18, See Jobn ili. 38. 
If fin be confidered as to its impurity, who removes its defile- 
ment? God; who ſays, I will make it (the ſoul) as white as ſnow. 
And, ſaith the Apoſtle, The blood of Jeſus Chriſt bis Son, cleanſeth us 
from all fir, 1 John i. 7. Hence the ſaints in glory addreſs thein 
ſongs, Unto him that lowed them, and waſhed them from their fins in: 
| bis aavn blood, Rev. i. 5. Who removeth fin, as a:diſeaſe ?— Jeho- 
vah: I am the. Lord that bealeth thee, Exod. xv. 26. Whe healeth all 
thy diſeaſes, Pſalm: ciii. g. With bis firipes we are. bealed, Iſa. liii. 5. 
Who removes fin, as a burden ?— Jeſus; who ſays unto all that; 
„being burdened, Come unto me—and-I-will give.,you reft, Mat. 
Xi. 28. Alſo, confider ſin as a tranſgreſſion of God's law, with its 
direful effects. Was God offended ? Yes; but, The Lord is-well, 
pleaſed for his (Chriſt's) righteouſueſs ſakes, Ia, xlity 21. C bat 


- redeemed. 


Thoughts on the Cauſes of Salvation, Sc. 35 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us, Gal. 
iii. 13. Even Jeſus, which delivered us from the wrath to come, 
1 Theſ. i. 10. For be hath made him to be fin for us, who knew mo 
fm; that aue might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
To ſum up all; Chrift is the author of our everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
Dan. ix. 24. Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteouſneſs.— 
In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory, Iſa. 
xlv. 24, 25. If any may be thought to obtain a righteoutneſs of 
their own, it is ſurely thoſe who have clean hands, and a pure heart 2 
but, he whoſe hands are clean, and heart is pure, (being ſanQified 
by the Holy Ghoſt) even he ſhall receive the bleſing FROM the Lord, 
and righteouſneſs FROM the God of his ſalvation, Pſ. xxiv. 4, 5. Even 
as David deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man to whom the Lord imputeth 
righteouſneſs WITHOUT works, Rom. iv. 6. Chrilt is the author of 
eternal ſalvation, Heb. v. 9. Having obtained eternal redemption for 
us; Heb. ix. 12. Hence he gives to his ſheep eternal life, and ſays, 
they ſhall never periſh, John x. 28, For, the gift of God is eternal life, 
| through Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. vi. 23. | was 

If it be aſked, For whoſe ſake are divine bleſſings ſought by the 
ſaints, and given of God ?— What faith the ſcriptures? For thy 
name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity, Pla. xxv. 11. Save ne, 
or thy mercies ſake, Pla, vi. 4. According to thy mercy remember thou 

me, for thy goodneſs ſake, O Lord, Pal. xxv. 7. O aur God, hear for 

the Lord's ſake, Dan. ix. 17. See Epb. iv. 32. John ii. 12. Ja. xIiv. 25. 
Thoſe perſons who plead for the merit of works before men, ei- 
ther have, or have not, performed the intitling conditions. If they 
have-not, why do they not perform them ? if they have, why do 
they not plead the merit of their works before God, ſaying, Have 
mercy on us, for our goodneſs ſake ? If men dare not thus pray, 
how dare they thus preach ? It is ſaid, that thoſe works which ſtand 
excluded from meriting ſalvation, are wnbelieving, or wicked works 

only. I anſwer; they are ſuch works as God hath required by his 
holy law, and are expreſsly called, works of righteouſneſs, and not 
aworks of wickedneſs ; ſee Titus iii. J. Man is not juſtified by the 
works of the law; but, juſtified freely by bis grace. Not of "works, loft 
any man ſhould boaft, This paſſage muſt mean works whicl are 
commendable. Paul did not here refer to his injurious, blaſphe- 
mous, perſecuting conduct, as the works, or righteouſneſs; which 
he defired not to be found in, as ſome aſſert: his words are, And be 
found in him, (Chriit) not having on ny own righteouſneſs whith is of 
the law, Phil. iii. g. But to cut ſhort the argument, the method 
according to which God propoſed: to proceed in beſtowing his pe. 
cial favours, excludes wotks of every kind, good or bad, as is fet forth 
in an illuſtrative parentheſis, Rom. ix. 11. For the children (Jacob 
and Eſau) being not yet born, neither having done GOOD or EVIL, that 
the purpoſe of God according tv election might fland, not of works, but of 
 bimthat calleth. If it be aſked; How then do works juſtify ? I have 
not time to anſwer this queſtion at large; but briefly thus 
Good works juſtify the godly from the horrid charges brought a- 
gainki them in this life ay hope tne conduct of the Calviniſta 
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36 Thoughts on the Cauſes of Salvation, &e. 
in general, will juſtify them from the fon! aſperſions of the author 
before referred to. Impartial obſervers of their works, or walk, 
will, I hope, acquit them of pleading for a faith, which produceth 
and evidenceth itſelf by groſs immoralities, ſueh as whoredom; mur- 
der, drunkenneſs, ſwearing, &c. or that they plead for perſons go- 
ing to heaven, in conſeguence of their molt grievous falls, as is ſlan- 
derouſly aſſerted. We may as well ſay, a man draws falſe conclu- 
ſions in conſequence of his ſk1]] in logic, and publiſheth the moſt im- 
pudent falſhoods, in conſequence of his great modeſty, and ſtrict 
regard to truth. | p 8 * 
Holy obedience (which is the genuine fruit of true faith, the 
faith of the operation of God) juſtifies the truth and ſincerity of a 
man's profeſſion. The apoſtle James obſerves, A man may ſay, I have 
Faith: but is it a fact, becauſe he ſays ſo? No; he may be a falſe 
hypocrite, a vile Antinomian : therefore the apoſtle calls for evi- 
dence: as if he had faid, Your proof, Sir; make good your afler. 
tion; I am not diſpoſed to take your word. Shew me thy faith 
ewithout thy works, and ] will ſbeau thee my faith by my works, James 
41. 18. Thus by works faith is made manifeſt; the truth of vital re- 
ligion is diſcovered, and the good man is juſtified from a ſuſpicion 
A | 4 He 4 
Again; The fruits of faith juſtify a man's pretenſons and expecta · 
fions. | The believer claims God as his father, being a ſubje& of the 
ſpirit of adoption, a ſon of Abraham according to the faith, and a 
child according to promiſe. He therefore, as ſuch, conſiders him- 
ſelf an heir to the family inheritance, living in expectation or hope 
of eternal life, wwhich God that cannot lie promiſed before the avorld be- 
gan, Tit. i. 2. Now as there are many other claimants, who ſay, 
We are Abraham's ſeed ; tho' not according to the fleſh, yet are 
we his children according to promiſe. We were brought into co. 
venant-relation by baptiſm, in early life, to which we had an indiſ- 
putable right by virtue of covenant-relation, founded an our natu- 
ral deſcent from thaſe who were the ſpiritual children of Abraham: 
therefore we claim a right to new covenant bleflings,—— Another 
| ſays, My claim, I hope, is Kill better founded. Long fince, as I 
have heen told, I was made © a member of Chriſt, a child of God, 
* and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven: And that God 
concurred in what was done, is evident by his regenerating of me 
at that time, which thoſe preſent gave him hearty thanks tor; and 
this they would never have done, if they had not been ſure the 
© change was effected. As to my faith, it was unexceptionable ; for 
though it is true I had none of my oven, yet three or four good 
_ chriſtians united in believing for me, and gave ſecurity for my good 
behaviour, till I could take care of myſelf :—and in all this I have 
- fince been confirmed. Another ſays, I made a profeſſion of my 
own faith, and was baptized as the ſcriptures direct: I have eaten 
and drank in Chriſt's preſence, and have had a name to live for ma- 
ny years. 11 528 ES 
21g 9 Sir, attend to the very different pleas uſed in ſupport of 
men's reſpective claims; but moſt of them are founded . _ | 
8 peculs⸗ 
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Thoughts on the Cauſes of Salvation, Sc. 37 
ſpeculations, external acts, or comparitive goodneſs. The humble 
Chriſtian is called for; and his works, as evidences, appear in his 
favour. Upon a cloſe examination, it appears he was born of the 
Spirit, was fed with the ſincere milk of the word, and grew there- 
by. That he had been clothed, and taught of God. That he 
aimed at the advancemant of God's glory in all things, being in 
ſubjection to the Father of ſpirits. That he delighted in ſecret 
communion with God. That Chriſt, in his perſon, blood, and o- 
bedience, offices and relations, was precious to him: and, as 4 
proof of his ſincere love to the holineſs and rectitude of God's na- 
ture, he mourned much in ſecret, under a ſenſe of his unlikeneſs to 
God ; and loved all that bore the divine image, however diſtinguiſh- 
ed by party names; and thoſe the beſt, who moſt reſembled God. 
—Behevers are not only heirs, as children; but, as married to 
Chriſt, they have a right to what he, as their huſband, poſſeſſeth; 
as faith the apoſtle, All things are yours. — Again; Fhey have a 
right and title to divine bleſſings, which are ſecured to them, as 
legatecs, under the will and teſtament of their loving, dying Jeſus. 
Now, agreeable to theſe different repreſentations of right or title, 
good works are evidences to prove a righteous claim: hence Jeſus 
ſaid to the Jews, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works 
of Abraham. If God were your Father, ye would love me, John viii. 
38, 42. So that love and obedience, prove the relation on which 
the claim is founded. They prove the right, yet are not the title; 
but, by their evidence, they juſtify the proper heirs from a charge 
of preſumption, in claiming the relation, and expecting to enjoy the 
Inheritance reſeryed in heaven for them, being kept by almighty 
power, through faith, unto ſalvation, From the above conſidera- 
tions, I hope it appears evident to you, Sir, that good works are not 
the procuring cauſes of ſalvation ; but that grace, rich free grace, 
reigns through righteouſneſs, unto eternal life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lard. 

I now proceed to the ſecond queition, viz. Why, or for what, 

does God inflict puniſhment ?——T anſwer, God never punitheth, 
but for fin ; and proportionably to its deſerts. In anfwer to the 
why, in the queſtion, I ſay, the reaſon is, becauſe he cannot, will 

not, clear the guilty. If you aſk, Who then can be ſaved? I anſwer, 
every one that will: for ſo heaven's proclamation runs, Whoſoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. By the u. 
ter of life, the bleſſings of the goſpel are intended: thoſe who have 
an averſion to theſe bleſſings, cannot, ſo long as this enmity prevails, 
deſire them. As there is every ſpiritual bleſſing to be had, that any 
man doth or can deſire, what more is needed for his encourage- 
ment? I may further obſerve, that though a guilty perſon cannot 
be cleared, yet guilt may be transferred, otherwiſe not one of A- 
dam's offspring could be ſaved ; becauſe ſovereign love to the per- 


ſeons of ſinners, proceeds to ſave in a way. of righteouſneſs. The 


 blefled Jeſus was made under the law, where his choſen were; and 
as a ſurety for them, he had their fins charged to his account, 1m- 
putation, is not an infufien ; he was not tainted with ſig. Their fins 
were laid upon him; and were borne by him; N 
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38 Toaughts on the Cauſes of Salvation, (fc. 

which „ be avas bruiſed for their iniguities. If the Lord had not laid 
en him the iniguities of us all, Jeſus could not in juſtice have been pu- 
nifhed, nor we have been pronounced juſt. For he that juſtifieth the 
wicked, and condemneth the juſt, even they both are an abomination to 


#be Lord, Prov. xvii. 15. Chriſt, therefore, by imputation, was 


made what we were, viz. $:.;—and we, in the ſame manner, were 
made what he was, Rightecus. This was neceſſary, to declare God's 


| _ effential righteouſneſs, for the remiffion of /ins that are paſt *, through 


forbearance of God : To declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs : 


that be might be juſt, and the juſtiſier of him which beliewveth in Jeſus, 


Rom. iii. 25, 26, 27. If God could have pardoned fin without a 
ſatisfaction to juſtice, he would (I ſhould: think) have ſpared his 
own Son: but, he {pared him not! To give Chriſt to die for us, 
3s the greateſt inſtance of God's love. Herein is love != God ſo low- 


dei the wworld, that he gave his only-begotten Son. It is the wonder of 


angels, and the admiration of faints. With the love of God and 
the Lamb, thoſe heavenly ſpectators were ſo tranſported, that they 
left the realms of glory, and came down to our ungrateful world, 


and ſung, Glory to God in the bigheft, and on earth peace, good will to- 


awards men. And ſaints, raviſhed with this delightful theme, with 
inexpreſſible pleaſure and humble gratitude, ſay, He loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me. And in higher ſtrains they all unite before the 
throne, and reverberate the joyful ſound, He lowed us, But if God 
could have pardoned and cleared the guilty without an atonement, 
the gift of Chriſt was not abſolutely neceſlary ; ſinners might have 
been made happy without him. Again, If God could not have 
juſtly puniſhed thoſe for whom Chriſt died, how is love to us, or 
zuftice to Chriſt, diſcovered in his dolorous ſufferings? Can any 
juſtly complain of cruelty in God, for not puniſhing Chriſt for «/! 


men, when it would have been juf in God, not to have puniſhed 


him for any man? The doctrine of particular redemption cannot 


be juſtly charged with cruelty : for to ſay a man is condemned, be- 


cauſe he is not redeemed, is only ſaying in other words, He is 
brought into miſery, becauſe he is not brought out of it. It is ſaid, 
Election, conditional election, is the avanton deſtructive barlot, 
4 who, with her brother the zgly black boy, horrid free wrath, dooms 
« thouſands to, undeſerved deſtruction.“ That there is ſuch a 
thing as free wrath, the author of the above charge hath given ſuf- 
ficient evidence: but that it reſides in the God of diſtinguiſhing 
grace, he hath not proved, nor ever will. He thinks, that the black 
boy he contended with, was a young devil. Heroic man !— But it 
ſeems ſtrange, that as this devil is as old as the Calvinifſts' free elec- 
tian, (they being twins) he ſhould be yet a boy. A more accurate 
account might have been expected from him, of one with whom 
he is (or pretends to be) fo well acquainted. But after all, perhaps, 


it was only his own ſhadow he aw, and fought with; which might 


be'owing to his looking on Calviniſm with his back to the light of 
revelation; and being in a raging fit, without provocation from the 
J 5 | | „ea 
* viz, The old teſtament ſaints, who went to heaven on the credit of 
Chriſt's bond to ſatisfy for them in the fulneſs of time, called, The fer time 3 
hence Jeſus ſaid, My bour is not yet come, 3 PET? 3 
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Calviniſts, he might well be ſhocked at the horrid agitated ſhade, 
whieh he chriſtened in his harry (taking it for à boy) by the name- 
of free unrelenting wrath. However, he. happily hit of à right 
name, confidering it as his own image. But it is poſſible, he put a 
on only the appearance of free wrath, for the illuſtration of his ſub=" 
je, while diſputing with the Calvinifts ; ; and to convince his read- 
ers how miſerable ſuch ereatures muſt be, to whom neither Juice 
nor mercy is ſhlewn. If ſo, he mult be a 4 politician. I 

Returning to the horrid charge, I would obferve, that Calviniſts 
differ circumſtantially in ſtating the doctrine of election. Some 
think, that the ele& were choſen out of, or from, the mals of crea- 
tures, conſidered as in their creation ſtate: others think, they were 
choſen conſidered as finful. I mention both, that I may more fully 
anſwer the formidable objections. 

It muſt be granted, that election implies a leaving of ſome'; More 
if all were choſen, it would be no election. Thaſe not choſen, are 
called, in ſcripture, the reſt. The ele&ion hath obtained it, and nE 
REST Were blinded, Rom. xi. 7. If election be a chufing out ofthe 
ſtate of mere creatureſhip, or the pure mals ; in that caſe; the reſt 
were left as innocent, or in a ſtate of purity; in which ſtate i it was 
impoſſible they ſhould periſh.. Ramember, I pray tlae, ⁊ubu ever. pd. 
riſbed, being innocent! or where were tbe righteous cut off job iv. 7. 

If election be conſidered, as a chuſing out of the maſs of creatures 
conſidered as fallen and guilty, then, as ſuch, they were \andbr' con. 
demnation : conſequently, their not being elected, was no cauſe of 
their being brought into ſuch a ſtate. Thus i it appears evident, that 
election cannot be the cauſe of any man's: condemnation: but a 
cauſe of ſalvation, it is; for the ele& were choſen to ſcilvuatian, thru 
ſanctiſicatian of the Spirit, and belief "of the tnutb. Choſen, that they 
Should be holy; 2 Theſ. ii. 13. Eph. i. 4. If the charge againſt clees 
tion fail, the next thing is to repreſent the decrees of God as ſhoek- 
ing and awful; calling them grim, helliſb, horrible, &c. We may 
aſk; as the Lond did. the peyiſh prophet, who was at that time rlie 


ſubject of free wrath — Doft thou <well to; be angry Jonah iv. g. 


However, it is evident, that no decree in God, is or can be; the 
cauſt of any man's condemnation, or death; for as God never con- 
demned or puniſhed. any man but for /n, ſo alſo he never deter- 
mined or decreed to puniſh any, but fon their tranſgreſſiond. If it 
be right for God to puniſh. for ſin, it could not be aurong for him ta 
will or deeree ſo to do: .for it cannot PAINE: be, wrong: to W 
mine to do what is right. > 

Having endeavoured to Cn as two quaſtions. propoſed, 4 | 
concluſion, I would, obſerve,. That free ſovereign: grace, is the 
ſpring, the ſource of ſalvation. The Lord lowed Iſrael, becauſe: he 
lowed them. I have led thee. avith. an everlaſting. love: therefore 
with f have I drawn thee,, Jer. xxxi;,3, The calls aud 


invitations of the aſpel, are a. great encouragement to needy; fins 
ners, to apply to who himſelf ſays, Him that cumeth unto: ues, 


J avill in no wiſe caſt out. If we love and chuſe him as our portion, 
dur 8 and all in , WE need not be 1 * we are not elected. 


Happy ; 
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Happy they who are brought to approve of the government and 


goſpel of God, deſiring to be freed from fin, as well as from wrath. 
to come. 


Finally, Let us ach t ſin. Though God loves the 8 | 


of his people, with a free, unmerited, ſovereign love, yet he hates | 


their fins, from neceſſity of nature: hence it is ſaid of Moſes and 
Aaron, they were pardoned, but God took vengeance on their inven- 
tions, P/al. xcix. 8.—That you may live honourably, die comfort-: 
. and gelen eee is the earneſt deſire of, dear Sir, 


. In Your alfectionate friend, , 
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P. S. One queſtion I forgot to attend to, viz. If a man cannot, 
while carnal, or till he be renewed by grace, chuſe ſpiritual ae 
how is he the ſubject of blame, ſeeing he cannot do otherwiſe (be! 

ing the ſubject of a carnal mind) than oppoſe the goſpel ?=Anſwer: 
A man is not blameable for the non-performance of -what is ſu- 
perior to his natural power or ability. God does not require any. 


thing of his creatures, which they, though ever ſo willing, are un- 
able to perform. A debility in mental or bodily powers, certainly 


acquits every man of guilt, ariſing from the non-performance ot 
what he really wills to do; but, through natural weakneſs, cannot 
poſſibly accompliſh. In this ſenſe, it would not be juſt to require 
of man more than he can poſſibly perform. But moral debility, or 
an averſion to what is good, cannot be confidered as an excuſe, or 
extenuation of guilt for inſtance ; if a man be accuſed by his maſ- 


ter of idleneſs, it would be enough for him to ſay and prove, he. 
never loved work in his life. If a perſon be tried for the crime of 


murder, would his ſaying, I always-hated the man I killed, prove 
him innocent? The queſtion is, whether the averſion of a natural 
man, to ſpiritual things, is not ſo great, as that nothing ſhort of Al- 


mighty Power can produce ſuch a change in his heart, as is necef- _ 


 fary to his chuſing of them, or delighting in them: and not, whe- 
ther he could not, if he would? Therefore, the author referred to, 
quite miſſeth the mark, when he compares the Calviniſt's view of 
the future judgment, to a reſurrection of the various tribes of ani- 
mals, in order to puniſh thoſe who did not run as faſt as the race- 
| horſe, To make his ſimile ſuit, he ſhould firſt prove, that a co 


could run as faſt as the grey-hound, or the race-horfe, if ſhe <vould: 
Natural and moral ability are ſo different, that to ſuppoſe God to re- 
quire more of his creatures than they have an ability for, in the firſt 


ſenſe (viz. natural} is to exclude the idea of juſtice: and, in the ſe= 


cond ſenſe, to ſuppoſe he requires no more than they are able to per- 


form, we loſe the idea of the exerciſe of mercy. This is the condems. 


nation, that light is come into the world, ac ras, | 
| a 
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